HOME INTERNATIONAL BOAT CHAMPIONSHIPS, BELMULLET, 2010

May 20th Practise, May 21st & 22nd Competition days, fishing in Broadhaven Bay.

Irish Team : Shane Gilvarry, (substitute Captain stepped in for Mary Gavin Hughes)

Liam O Callaghan

Liam Longmore

Josie Barrett

Henry Ross

As the Irish Team Manager Mr Pat Walsh aptly titled his own report “ WE WON

GOLD”, that just said it all ! Team Ireland had long waited for this day, 18 years to be

precise since Ireland last won the Home nations Boat Championships. For the past 5 years Pat Walsh had fought hard for his Team in a bid to win home the trophy. 

This sums up the feeling and atmosphere that was present at the Broadhaven Hotel at the presentations after the competition on the 22nd May 2010. The sense of achievement in that room was second to none and I have to say I was proud to be there and proud to be a representative of the IFSA, albeit as stand in PRO.

It would be fair to say that some people never expected this exceptional result from

Ireland, but a truly dedicated Team and an ambitious Manager coupled with some

welcome support, all played a part in what was a proper team effort. I believe we have

crossed a milestone in terms of Team spirit and a new focus was evident throughout

from the Team members and management alike.

A worthy Irish Team had spent weeks preparing for this event. In this challenging economic climate they called on local support and good will to help with the cost & sponsorship of preparations. 

Pat Walsh, the Broadhaven Hotel & Belmullet SAC are to be commended in this regard. The team made 5 trips to Belmullet for extra practise prior to the event; they took their task seriously and went about it in a work like manner.

Graham Blair and local anglers Shane Gilvarry & Sylvie Sweeney joined the Team

for some practise sessions bringing their experience and knowledge to the table.

Shane wasn’t to know that Mary Gavin Hughes the Team Captain would be ruled out

due to an unfortunate, but not too serious, (thank God), car accident days before the

event. Well done to Shane for stepping up and thanks also to Mary for her huge

contribution to the Team off the boat.

After Day 1; England were leading the field with 450.28 points, while Ireland were

7.64 points adrift at 442.64. Wales were standing at 383.66 and of course Scotland

were noticeably missing from the event, (another victim of current times). A gap of

7.64 seemed small at that time but the English Team are not one to take the foot off

the pedal on the 2nd day, England were going to come out fighting so Ireland needed

some real improvement. And that’s exactly what they did !

After some lengthy informal discussions, and an in-depth review of Day 1, from the

anglers & stewards point of view alike, the Team meeting then took place. Each

angler sorted out their box and traces and a “less is more” attitude prevailed, bringing

only the chosen gears and no baggage the plan was in place.

After Day 2; results were filtered through unofficially and rough calculations were

made on the pier, on day 2 Ireland came in with a 21.08 lead on England, this was

enough to give them the Gold with a 13.44 gap overall. The delight was as subdued

and low-key as we could manage but as time passed the reality and confirmation came

through, the sums were right and Ireland had won.

As they say the rest is history. The results were formerly issued at a superb 4-

course closing dinner at the Broadhaven Hotel. There was a tremendous warmth in the room and I honestly believe everyone of all Nationalities were happy to see Mr. Pat Walsh , a proud Irish Manager, step up to invite HIS team to collect Gold. 

Pat in his time as Irish Team Manager has made many friends and gained the respect of all Nations, Managers and anglers alike. I include myself in this group for I genuinely believe it was Pat’s own persistence and belief that brought Gold back to Ireland after 18 long years.

Belmullet proved itself as a top angling venue, with an overall total of 1521 fish

caught and released over the 2 Competition days, an average of 50 fish per angler per

day. 15 species of fish were recorded.

Thanks to the Broadhaven Hotel, Martin Kennedy of Shamrock tackle, to the skippers

& Belmullet SAC for their contributions and co-operation and special thanks to the

Team, it was truly my pleasure to be a small part of this event, well done !

Kit Dunne

Acting PRO IFSA
